J 


J 


UMISMATIC 
OURNAL 


The  Journal  of  the  Garden  State  Numismatic  Association 

Sepcember/October  1995  °  Volume  20  number  5 

Was  the  GSNA  20th 
Anniversary  Convention  a 

uieeess?  YES! 


1*  y  the  time  the  doors  opened  on  the  20th  Anniversary  Convention 
of  the  GSNA  this  past  June,  there  was  a  feeling  of  excitement  and 
enthusiasm  in  the  very  air  of  the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center.  The 
Bourse  for  this  convention  was  "Sold  Out."  That  meant  that  the 
Convention  Bourse  contained  120  tables  occupied  by  110  dealers 
and  their  selections  of  remarkable  coins.  This  year,  our  GSNA  paid 
particular  attention  to  welcoming  both  dealers  and  visitors  to  our 
event,  and  this  cordial  enthusiasm  spread  throughout  the  spirit  of 
the  Convention.  The  event  was  a  joy  from  start  to  finish. 

Much  publicity  surrounded  the 
GSNA's  TREASURE  HUNT  at  the 
Convention.  Three  coins,  one  each  day, 
were  placed  among  the  coins  in  different 
dealer's  stock,  each  coin  was  mis-labeled 
to  a  less-rare  variety  or  more  common 
date.  Visitors  to  our  Convention  were 
given  a  list  of  potential  coins,  and 
encouraged.to  pay  the  less  common  price 
for  a  scaite  and  rare  coin.  All  three  of 
the  treasure  hunt  coins  were  found  at  the 

i  j  .  / 

Conventibri.  Bill  Klusaritz,  a  New  Jersey 
collector ,  managed  to  find  two  of  the 
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the  three  treasure  hunt  coins:  a  128  Peace  Dollar  and  an  MS65  1972  Lincoln 
Double  Die.  Finding  the  treasure  was  Bob's  mission  at  the  convention,  and  his 
perseverance  paid  off.  The  other  coin,  a  3  legged  Buffalo  was  found  by  Roman 
Hnatiw. 

Here  are  some  memorable  photographs  of  the  20th  Anmversar\ 
Convention: 
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Standing  guard  behind 
the  protective  ribbon  are 
GSNA  officers  and 
associates  defending  the 
bourse  floor  from  eager 
crowds.  As  President 
Arno  Safran  (center)  cut 
the  ribbon,  eager 
collectors  flowed  on  to 
the  floor  in  a  stream  of 
numismatic  enthusiasm 
which  lasted  from 
Thursday  through  Saturday  evening.  Yes, 
it  was  a  GREAT  convention 


Mr.  Larry  Gentile,  Jr.  (right)  met  with 
Young  Numismatists  for  most  of  the  day  on 
Saturday  Larry  has  nurtured  YN’s  for 
many  years  for  many  numismatic 
organizations,  and  his  many  years  of 
attention  to  our  young  members  is 
especially  appreciated  by  the  GSNA 


The  GSNA  was  privileged  to  welcome  Tim  Grant 
and  Eleanor  McKelvey,  who  represented  the  US 
Philadelphia  Mint. 


Among  many 
speakers  at  the 

GSNA  was  the 

numismatic  curator 
of  the  Newark  Museum,  Bill  Bishof,  who 
addressed  members  of  TAMS.  Bill  (left)  is 
presented  with  a  GSNA  Speaker's  Certificate  by 
NJ  TAMS  president  George  Skic. 

continued  on  page  6 
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I  he  20th  Anniversary  GSNA  Convention  has  come  and  gone  and  by  all 
accounts,  it  was  tremendousl>  successful  Most  of  the  dealers  said  they 
would  be  back,  some  exclaiming  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  shows  they 
had  done  in  sears  Others  voiced  an  appreciation  to  the  GSNA  staff  lor 
being  sensitive  to  the  dealers'  needs  during  the  three  day  numismatic 
conclave  The  100  +  dealers  that  took  tables  at  the  convention  offered  a 
wide  variety  of  numismatic  items,  and  even  though  our  convention 
conflicted  with  the  Paper  Money  Show  in  Memphis  that  week,  there  were 
a  number  of  paper  money  dealers  present,  along  with  Ancients.  Foreign. 
Tokens  &  Medals  and  of  course.  U  S 

The  numismatic  public  was  well  served  also.  Of  the  1.000  plus 
attendees  that  signed  in  at  the  Registration  Desk,  most  were  pleased  with 
the  quality  of  the  numismatic  items  av  ai  lable  and  with  the  location  and  said  they  looked  forward  to  next 
>  ear's  event 

Speaking  of  quality,  did  you  notice  the  extraordinary  exhibits  that  were  on  hand'*  Greg  and  Lisa 
Heim,  co-1  xhibits  Chairpersons  deserve  much  praise  for  their  efforts  on  assembling  one  of  the  finest 
groups  ot  exhibits  in  GSNA  history.  Chris  Connell,  did  a  wonderful  job  as  Presenter  at  the  educational 
lorum  in  which  Michael  Molnar  and  Scott  Travers,  newly  elected  ANA  Governor  gave  superb 
presentations  in  their  respective  fields,  the  former  on  "Astrological  Symbols  on  Roman  Coins"  and  the 
latter  on  "Consumer  Advocacy  in  Numismatics". 

I  want  to  thank  Ray  Flanagan  for  serving  as  Master  of  Ceremonies  at  the  Awards  Cocktail  Hour 
Ray  graciously  volunteered  to  handle  the  proceedings  when  it  was  learned  that  Tom  Lawless  would  not 
be  able  to  attend  because  of  illness.  Awards  were  presented,  not  only  to  the  exhibitors  who  won  prizes 
but  to  Brenda  Black  as  Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  GSNA.  to  Tom  Lawless  for  his  dedication  and 
service  on  behalf  of  the  GSNA  during  its  first  20  years  and  finally,  to  Harry  Garrison,  this  year's 
(ieneral  Show  Chairman,  who  did  such  an  outstanding  job  coordinating  the  convention  1  also  want  to 
thank  the  entire  GSNA  Board  and  County  Representatives  and  the  many  individual  club  members  who 
served  at  the  Registration  Desk  up  front,  the  Dealers'  Registration  and  liaison  desk  in  the  back  of  the 
hall,  putting  up  the  road  signs  near  the  convention  site  and  working  odd  hours  in  the  security  room 
along  side  the  South  Jersey  Expo  Center's  able  staff 

On  a  sad  note,  one  would  like  to  remember  Bob  Rose  of  RenRob  Coins,  a  dealer  of  extraordinary 
warmth  and  knowledge  who  shared  his  love  of  Numismatics  w  ith  all  who  knew  him  Bob  was  cut  down 
by  an  allegedly  deranged  patron  back  in  July.  Bob  was  a  long  time  supporter  f  the  GSNA  and  took 
tables  at  all  of  its  conventions  We  will  miss  your  humor,  your  good  nature,  but  most  of  all  we  will  miss 
you 

In  this  bulletin,  you  w  ill  see  a  rev  iew  of  the  June  15-17.  1995  convention  in  words  and  pictures 
by  our  editor.  Chris  Connell  and  photographers  Jim  Majoros  and  Jim  Brandt  Now  we  are  in  the 
planning  stages  for  next  y  ear's  convention  at  the  same  site  scheduled  for  June  20-22.  1996.  Since  fellow 
GSNA  member  Mike  Fey's  "Numismatic  Treasure  Hunt"  idea  was  so  well  received,  the  GSNA  Board 
will  tr\  it  again  next  year  Good  ideas  catch  on  quickly  and  Mike's  "Treasure  Hunt"  concept  has  been 
used  again,  this  time  in  the  just  held  East  Coast  Expo  Convention  held  in  Secaucus  in  North  Jersey. 

Working  with  a  great  Board,  dedicated  County  Member  Club  Representatives,  individual  fellow 
members  along  w  ith  a  hard  working  amiable  take-charge  guy  in  our  General  Show  Chairman  has  made 
my  job  all  the  easier  Thanks  to  you  all  and  let's  get  it  on  for  1996 


-Amo  Safran 
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Collecting  Repunched  Mintmarks  on  Lincoln  Cents 

b\  Whaden  Curtis 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  the  term,  a  RePunched  Mintmark  occurs  when,  for  one 
of  several  reasons,  the  mintmark  gets  punched  into  the  die  more  than  once,  and 
evidence  of  this  multiple  punching  isn't  completely  remov  ed.  The  results  range  from 
very  minor  examples  requiring  magnification  to  obvious  examples  that  can  be  seen 
with  normal  vision.  Repunched  mintmarks,  RPM’S  for  short,  are  one  of  the  most 
interesting,  challenging  and  yet  relatively  inexpensive  collectibles  in  US  numismatics 
today.  With  enough  money,  anyone  can  put  together  a  complete  date  and  mint  set  of 
Lincoln  cents  with  RPM's  in  a  very  short  time.  Try  putting  together  a  complete  set  of 
Lincoln  cent  repunched  mintmark  varieties  and  you  will  find  it  a  task  that  you  won't 
finish  until  YOU'RE  ready  to  stop! 

There  are  many  ways  to  collect  RPM'S.  Repunched  mintmarks  are  known  on 
many  dates  from  1909  to  the  early  1 930’s  and  on  virtually  all  dates  after  that  until 
1989.  Collecting  an  example  of  a  RPM  from  each  date  and  mint  in  which  one  is 
known,  usually  trying  for  the  most  obvious  example,  is  one  approach.  Another 
approach  is  to  pick  a  certain  year  or  years  in  which  a  large  number  of  RPMs  are 
known  and  try  to  complete  a  set  of  those  year(s).  The  1960D  large  date  cents,  for 
example,  have  over  90  different  known  RPM  varieties.  Another  approach  is  to 
collect  the  strongest  and  most  unusual  examples  using  your  own  criteria.  Last!),  you 
can  try  to  collect  every  known  variety.  This  can  be  a  never-ending  task  since  new 
varieties  are  still  being  discovered,  and  some  varieties  are  extremely  rare. 

There  are  several  ways  to  locate  examples  of  RPMs  for  your  collection.  The  most 
popular  method  is  to  cherrypick  them.  Cherrypicking  is  the  act  of  searching  through 
large  quantities  of  regular  coins  in  order  to  find  RPMs  for  your  collection.  Late  date 
examples  from  1959  to  1989  can  still  be  found  in  pocket  change.  If  searching  pocket 
change,  some  persistence  is  required  as  the  frequency  of  finds  is  rather  low. 
Circulated  bags  and  rolls  of  wheat  cents  are  another  source,  with  the  frequency  of 
finds  significantly  higher  (if  previously  unsearched).  Another  source  for  the  more 
recent  issues  is  BU  rolls.  There  are  very  large  numbers  of  BU  rolls  from  the  late 
fifties  to  early  sixties  that  are  very  inexpensive  today  due  to  the  popularity  of  BU  rolls 
during  those  years.  These  also  happen  to  be  years  in  which  very  large  numbers  of 
different  RPMs  are  known  Another  way  to  cherry  pick  is  to  browse  the  display  cases 
at  your  local  coin  shop  or  show.  This  is  best  done  with  dealers  you  know  well  and 
who  trust  you.  This  is  virtually  the  onlv  method  for  cherrvpicking  RPMs  dated  prior 
to  1916. 

When  purchasing  BU  rolls,  don't  purchase  a  large  number  of  rolls  of  the  same  date 
from  a  single  source.  Usually  all  the  rolls  that  where  saved  together  w  ill  all  ha\e 
coins  from  the  same  few  dozen  dies.  If  you  do  find  RPMs.  you  will  likel)  find 
multiple  examples  of  each.  Searching  more  rolls  of  the  same  date  from  the  same 
source  will  more  than  likelv  result  in  finding  more  of  the  RPMs  vou  alread\  have 

Another,  faster  way  to  build  vour  collection  of  RPMs  is  to  bu\  them  There  are 
several  dealers  who  specialize  in  Repunched  Mintmarks.  You  can  find  them  in  the 
classified  ads  of  the  weekly  numismatic  newspapers.  CONECA  (Combined 
Organization  Numismatic  Error  Collectors  of  America)  has  a  large  selection  of  RPMs 
in  its  periodic  auctions.  This  organization  is  the  largest  international  club  de\oted 
exclusively  to  the  collecting  of  error  and  variet)  coins  and  currency.  Their 
bi-monthly  journal,  called  the  ErrorScope,  has  several  articles  a  year  devoted  to 
RPM'S. 


page  4 


THE  GARBED  ^TATE  N  TT  MISMATi'C  ASSO-HATION 


I  here  are  several  types  of  Repunched  Mintmarks  available  w  ithin  the  Lincoln 
Cent  series  The  most  common  type  is  the  simple  run-of-the-mill  doubled  mintmark 
where  there  is  evidence  of  two  (overlapping)  mintmarks  on  the  same  coin.  The 


second  most  common 
mintmarks  are  present 


This  Re-Punched  Mintmark 
on  a  1959-D  Lincoln  cent  is 
mentioned  in  the 
Cherrypickers'  Guide  and  is 
known  as  RPM  #1 


type  is  the  Tripled  Mintmark,  where  evidence  of  three 
on  a  single  coin.  There  are  a  few  years  in  which  even 
Quadrupled  Mintmarks  are  known  (52D,  59D).  The 
most  popular  category  is  the  overmintmarks  where 
tvv0  mintmarks  from  different  mints  are  present 
(44  D,  46S,  5  ID,  52D,  80D).  Another  popular  type 
* *  **  is  the  regular  mintmark  over  a  horizontally  placed 

mintmark  (09S,  61  D).  The  last  category  is  one  that 
has  finally  received  some  of  the  attention  that  it 
deserves:  the  Separated  Doubled  Mintmark  where 
the  two  mintmarks  are  not  touching  each  other.  The 
best  known  example  is  from  1956,  but  there  are 
other  years  w  ith  possible  candidates  (52D,  72D). 

There  are  several  things  that  can  happen  to  the 
mintmark  on  a  coin  that  give  it  the  appearance  of 
being  repunched  when  it  is  not.  Being  able  to  tell 
these  from  true  Repunched  Mintmarks  will  take  some  time  and  study  on  the 
collectors  part.  Written  descriptions  and  photographs  help,  but  actual  examples 
of  the  coins  are  the  best  to  learn  from.  One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  doubling 
on  a  mintmark  is  Machine  Doubling  Damage.  It  has  many  other  names,  as  well, 
including  Strike  Doubling,  Die  Chatter.  Ejection  Doubling,  etc.  This  occurs  after  the 
coin  is  struck  but  while  the  coin  is  still  in  contact  with  the  die.  If  the  die  moves 
laterally  it  will  leave  a  flat  (sometimes  tilted)  shelf-like  doubling  that  will  usually 
appear  on  the  date  as  well  as  the  mintmark.  Damage  may  also  occur  to  the  mintmark 
during  circulation  that  will  make  it  appear  doubled  until  you  learn  to  tell  the 
difference. 

A  true  Repunched  Mintmark  will  show  both  mintmarks  as  raised  (weakly 
perhaps)  and  rounded  with  the  separation  between  the  two  (or  more)  mintmarks 
running  all  the  way  dow  n  to  the  base  w  here  it  meets  the  field  of  the  coin.  Tilt  the 
coin  to  a  45  degree  angle  and  look  at  the  location  where  the  two  mintmarks  overlap 
or  meet.  Upon  inspection  of  this  comer  there  must  be  a  'notch'  that  runs  from  the  top 
all  the  way  to  the  bottom.  On  damage  mintmarks  the  separation  will  not  run  all  the 
way  down  to  the  field. 

On  the  copper-plated  zinc  cents  made  since  1982  there  is  another  phenomena  that 
is  mistaken  for  a  repunched  mintmark  by  beginners.  The  wall  (or  side)  of  the 
mintmark  is  so  steep  that  the  copper  plating  sometimes  breaks,  letting  the  zinc  show 
through  This  leaves  a  shadow  that  can  look  like  doubling  until  you  look  more 
closely.  Remember,  a  repunched  mintmark  will  have  two  or  more  raised  images. 

As  your  eye  gets  sharper,  you  may  start  noticing  mintmarks  with  notches  on  one 
or  more  comer,  but  without  any  separation  other  than  the  notching.  These  are  fairly 
common  and  almost  impossible  to  tell  apart.  As  a  result,  most  RPM  collectors 
ignore  them  unless  they  are  on  dates  in  which  no  stronger  examples  are  known. 


(continued  on  page  6) 
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repunched  mintmarks.  continued  from  page  5 


There  are  a  few  hooks  on  the  subject  of  Repunched  Mintmarks  available.  The 
best  is  "The  RPM  Book"  by  J.  Wexler  and  T.  Miller.  1984.  It  is  out  of  print  vet 
can  still  be  found  in  the  larger  stocks  of  numismatic  literature.  Another 
reasonably  good  book  on  the  subject  is  "The  Error  Index",  Volume  I.  Book  I.  b\ 
J.  Wiles,  1992.  There  are  no  pictures  in  the  book,  but  the  textual  descriptions  of 
the  Repunched  Mintmarks  and  other  unique  die  characteristics  on  each  die 
(scratches,  breaks)  aid  in  the  identification  of  the  varieties  you  discover.  Joining 
CONECA  to  get  a  subscription  to  the  ErrorScope,  access  to  the  CONECA  Mail 
Bid  auctions  (with  lots  of  RPMs  and  prices  realized)  and  use  of  the  RPM 
attribution  service  for  half  price  is  a  must.  For  more  information  on  CONECA 
and  an  application  form,  send  a  SASE  to  Whaden  Curtis.  P.O.Box  62.  Montrose. 
NY  10548.  If  you're  'on-line'  then  you  can  request  the  same  information  via 
e-mail:  on  the  Internet  e-mail  whaden@delphi.com.  on  CompuServe  74720,373  or 
on  Prodigy  KMFH30A. 

If  your  main  interest  in  collecting  coins  is  for  investment  purposes,  or  if  you 
think  you  can  get  rich  cherrypicking,  then  I'll  have  to  sax  that  collecting 
Repunched  Mintmarks  is  not  for  you.  Most  Lincoln  cent  RPMs  sell  for  under  S5. 
very  few  sell  for  more  than  $50  even  in  the  choicest  condition.  If  you  meet 
someone  who  collects  RPMs,  you  can  truly  sax  you  have  met  a  collector.  A  lot  of 
time  can  be  spent  cherrypicking,  it  takes  patience,  persistence  and  lots  of 
knowledge.  Significant  study  is  involved  in  order  to  correctly  attribute  your  finds. 
If  you  are  seriously  into  searching  for  RPMs  then  your  chances  of  discovering 
new',  previously  unknown  varieties  is  almost  guaranteed.  CONECA  maintains 
listings  and  photos  of  all  known  repunched  mintmarks  and  the  name  of  the  person 
who  discovered  them. 

I  started  collecting  coins  at  the  age  of  I  1  by  searching  pocket  change  or  rolls 
that  I  got  from  the  local  bank.  It  slowly  got  harder  and  harder  for  me  to  find 
’keepers,’  but  this  just  increased  my  determination.  Eventually  girls  and  college 
distracted  me  completely  and  I  lost  interest.  Later  I  sort  of  drifted  in  and  out  of 
the  hobby.  I  put  together  a  complete  set  of  several  different  series,  but  it  was  too 
easy.  Eventually  I  discovered  ’varieties.’  These  collectable  coins  are  a  little 
difficult  to  find,  yet  can  still  be  located  in  pocket  change.  In  the  process  I 
rediscovered  the  real  reasons  I  had  gotten  hooked  on  coin  collecting  in  the  first 
place.  It's  the  thrill  of  a  hunt,  and  the  discover)  of  something  new. 


Remarkable  speakers  at  this  year's  GSNA 
Convention  included  author  and  now  ANA 
Board  member  Scott  Travers  left  who  spoke 
on  Consumer  Protection  for  the  numismatist 
and  Rutgers  Physics  professor  and 
numismatic  author  Michael  Molnar  who  spoke 
on  astrological  signs  on  ancient  coins 
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GSNA  is  proud  of  the  YN's  in  our 
midst,  four  of  whom  were  exhibit 
award  winners  at  this  Convention. 
Left  to  right  are  Michael  Horton, 
Best  in  show,  Jeffrey  Kirby 
People's  Choice  and  1st  Place, 
Thomas  Skic,  3rd  place,  and  Peter 
Varney.  2nd  place 


This  is  the  last  time  that  Lisa 
Williams  (left)  and  Gregory  Heim 
(right)  were  seen  together  as  free 
human  beings  Soon  after  the  GSNA 
Convention,  the  two  were  married, 
and  are  now  Mr.  &  Mrs  W^tomc 
Heim  They  even  included  the  ANA 
Convention  in  ANA-HEIM  California 
as  part  of  their  honeymoon 
Congratulations  and  best  wishes  to 
the  happy  couple!!! 


Left  to  right,  John  Eshbach  took  first 
place  in  miscellaneous  category, 
Herb  Espy  took  first  place  in  foreign, 
and  Tom  Sebring  was  awarded  the 
Best  In  Show  award  for  their  exhibits. 
GSNA  was  honored  by  these 
distinguished  numismatists  efforts' 


Sorely  missed  at  this  year's  GSNA 
Convention  was  life-long  friend  of  the 
numismatic  hobby,  Tom  Lawless. 
Prevented  by  illness  from  attending, 
Tom  was  awarded  a  GSNA 
NUMISMATIC  AMBASSADOR  AWARD 
in  recognition  of  his  tireless  devotion  to 
our  hobby  and  to  the  GSNA  Tom 
hosted  our  GSNA  Award's  Breakfasts 
for  many  years,  and  is  known  by  us  all 
as  a  dedicated  servant  of  the  hobby  and 
a  marvelous  raconteur 


page  7 


THiE  NEW  JE1SET  MTMJSMATK’  J  Q)rE>:AL 


THE  CASE  OE  THE  MISSING  HOARD 


Here's  a  stor>  sad  hut  true  .  .  It  began  in  the  days  when  we  had  coin  design  changes.  In 
those  time>  some  citizens  would  actually  hoard  the  old  coins  in  the  belief  that,  like  good 
real  estate,  the  value  ol  their  hoard,  over  time,  would,  increase.  One  such  hoarder  had  a 
son.  and  in  1916  he  accumulated  a  roll  of  50  BIJ  1916  Barber  dimes  for  him. 

Seventy-seven  years  later,  in  the  spring  of  1993.  the  son.  by  now  a  grandfather, 
finally  needed  to  cash  in  his  legacy  to  help  pay  for  an  operation  for  his  grandson.  Living 
m  the  Harden  State,  he  became  acquainted  with  a  numismatist  who  was  a  member  of 
several  Clubs,  and  who  we  will  call  Mr.  Coin.  He  entrusted  his  coins  to  Mr.  Coin  because 
he  had  the  knowledge  and  the  integrity  to  make  the  best  transaction  Mr.  Coin  was 
honored  to  accept  the  assignment  He  put  the  coins,  wrapped  in  an  aluminum  foil 
wrapper,  in  his  pocket,  and  left  for  a  club  meeting  scheduled  lor  that  night. 

Of  course.  Mr.  Coin  was  apprehensive  ubout  earning  a  roll  of  coins  that  could  be 
valued  from  $2,000  to  $5,000  in  his  pocket  At  the  Club,  he  decided  to  discreetly  mention 
the  hoard  to  selected  members,  and  solicit  their  advise  tor  disposing  of  such  a  hoard.  He 
^at  on  the  soft  easychairs  at  the  side  of  the  meeting  room,  arid  saw  about  twenty  members 
and  one  or  two  guests  attend  the  meeting.  There  was  the  usual  noisy  activity  of  moving 
about,  checking  exhibits  and  auction  items,  hearing  reports,  trading  quips,  bidding  at  the 
auction,  etc.,  which  left  no  lime  for  the  discreet  conversations  Mr.  Coin  had  hoped  for 

When  Mr.  Com  returned  home  from  the  meeting,  he  realized  that  he  no  longer  had 
the  hoard  of  dimes.  He  remembered  the  weight  in  his  pocket  at  the  beginning  of  the 
meeting,  but  now  the  coins  were  not  there.  He  could  not  go  back  to  the  meeting  place  that 
night  to  search  for  the  coins,  because  the  facility  was  closed  and  locked.  He  assumed  that 
a  member  of  the  club  probably  found  the  coins,  and  that  it  would  be  turned  in  at  the  next 
meeting 

At  the  next  meeting,  the  President  of  the  club  was  informed  of  the  loss.  The 
President  made  an  announcement  at  a  roll  of  coins  was  lost  at  the  prior  meeting,  and 
requested  that  the  coins  De  returned  to  Mr.  Coin  No  coins  were  returned. 

Over  two  years  have  passed  since  tne  hoard  was  lost.  During  that  time.  Mr.  Coin 
paid  the  son  $2,000  from  his  funds  to  enable  the  grandson  to  have  the  operation.  In 
addition,  the  Club  President  and  Mr  Com  have  talked  to  dealers  to  see  if  any  of  the  coins 
had  shown  up  in  the  market  place.  No  more,  however,  was  done.  Mr.  Com  was  deeply 
hurt  by  the  apparent  dishonest)  of  a  member  or  guest  of  that  club  who.  if  s/he  found  the 
coins,  has  not  returned  them,  and  the  apparent  lack  of  concern  of  the  club  for  recovering 
the  hoard. 

Is  this  to  be  the  sad  ending  to  the  story*7  Hopefully  not.  We  have  included  this 
story  in  the  NJNJ  in  hopes  that  even  at  this  late  date,  someone  may  have  some  information 
that  will  help  locate  or  recover  the  missing  coins,  or  shed  some  light  on  who  took  them 
Do  you  know  someone  who  has  disposed  of  a  roll  of  50  BIJ  1916  Barber  Dimes  in  an 
aluminum  foil  wrapper*7  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  had  more  than  one  or  two  Bl 
1916  Barber  Dimes  for  sale?  It  you  have  any  information,  please  contact  the  NJNJ  ed'tor 
(address  on  inside  back  cover).  All  information  will  be  strictly  confidential 

Another  concern  is  the  hope  that  GSNA  Clubs  might  use  this  experience  to  promote 
discussion  among  members.  What  would  you  have  done  if  you  were  Mr  Coin1  What 
could  you  hav  e  done  if  you  were  the  Club  President*7  In  a  case  like  this.  WHO  should  be 
contacted?  How  and  where  should  the  story  be  publicized?  What  is  the  responsibility  or 
liability  of  the  Club*7  What  could  a  Club  do  to  help  their  fellow  member  Mr.  Coin1 

Perhaps  we  will  never  have  another  coin  design  change,  and  silver  coins  are  a  thing 
from  the  past  However,  we  might  all  learn  from  Mr.  Coin's  misfortune 

page  8 


r:  UiS  (iAEDlE:V  8TAT:K  VM  IHMATIC  A^OaATI-ON 


How  Well  Do  You  Know  Your  Hoard  Coins? 

by  Greg  I  leim 


I  li  is  in  the  late  19th  ccnlur).  and  vou  are  in 
Norwich.  New  York,  an  update  town  not  tar 
from  Binghamton  In  the  dr\  goods  store  of 
lohn  Swan  Randall,  these  coins  are  beine 
distributed  at  premiums.  You've  heard  tell 
that  lhe>  came  from  one  or  more  original 
Mini  kegc  found  beneath  a  rail  was  platform 
Georgia 

a.  18^5  and  1856  lubert\  Seated  silverS’s 
b  l  arge  cents  dated  1816  through  1820. 
c  I  aree  cents  countcrstamped  VOTL  PHI 

1  ANlfFRLE  d  1835  half  dimes. 

2  The  S  S  Central  America  steamship  sunk 
on  September  12.  1857  has  been  found  bv  the 
Columbus  America  Discover)  C  i  roup. 
Among  the  treasures  brought  up  from  the  sea 
floor  are  over  a  thousand  Mint  State: 

a.  1857  l  iving  Eagle  cents. 

b.  Vexator  Canadiensis  tokens. 

c.  1853  U.S.Assav  Office  of  Gold  $50 
i  "slugs." 

d.  1 857-S  double  eagles. 

3.  You  are  in  Washington.  D  C.,  and  the  vear 
is  1938  You'  take  some  money  to  the 
Ireasurv  Department  Building  to  the  left  of 
the  White  House,  and  ask  for  some 
(Uncirculated  old  Morgan  dollars.  Chances  are 
fairlv  decent  that  vou  mav  get  an: 

a.  I  885-CC. 
b  1893-S 

c.  1903-0 

d.  1895-0 

4  The  vear  is  1986.  You  receive  in  the  mail 
an  auction  catalogue  from  Bovvers  and 
Merena.  and  there  offered  for  bidding 
competition  vou  see  page  after  page  of  a 
certain  commemorative  half  dollar  issue, 
consigned  bv  the  original  distributor.  If  vou 
are  a  successful  bidder,  you  will  win  a: 

a.  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar 
b  1982-D  W  ashington  half  dollar 
c.  1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Vi  S 
d  1949  B  L  Washington  set  of  three  half  $'s 

5  As  a  collector  of  earl)  coins  .you've  heard 
of  the  Goodhue-Nichols  Hoard,  chronicled  bv 
Dr  W  illiam  H  Sheldon  and  others.  Which  of 
the  following  is  apt  to  have  such  a  pedigree0 
a.  1 874-S  Libert)  Seated  quarter  dollar 

b  1817  1  5-stars  N-l 6  large  cent 
c  1796  Draped  Bust  Large  Cent 
d  1 859-S  Silver  dollar 

page 


6.  And  then  there  is  the  matter  ol  the  Lord  St. 
Oswald  hoard  auctioned  in  the  earlv  1 960’s 
bv  Christie's  in  London.  Various  earl)  IJ.5. 
coins  included  two  Uncirculated 
a.  I  794  Silver  dollars, 
b  1 802  Half  dimes. 

c.  1831  Original  half  cents 

d.  1909  V.D.B.  cents 

This  one's  a  bit  obscure,  but  give  it  a 
guess:  Maurice  Scharlack  liked  this  issue,  and 
a  few  decades  ago  squirreled  away  thousands 
of  them: 

a.  1926-D  Standing  Liberty  quarters 

b.  Capped  Bust  halves  counterstamped 
HOUCK'S  PANACEA. 

c.  Drake's  Plantation  Bitters  encased  postage 
stamps. 

d.  1 922-D  Lincoln  cents. 

8.  This  is  not  a  hoard  in  the  strictest  sense,  but 
a  distribution  of  an  original  release  of  24.000 
or  so  (exact  figure  not  known)  coins  that  took 
place  in  Upstate  New  York,  Western 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Boston  area.  It  was  a 
"treasure  in  your  pocket"  sort  of  thing,  and 
many  were  found  by  the  public. 

a.  1938  New  Rochelle  half  dollars. 

b.  1955  Doubled  Die  cents 

c.  1826  Erie  Canal  medals  bv  C.C.  Wright. 

d.  1 795  half  dollars 

9.  In  the  1940s  and  early  1950s,  this  issue 
was  considered  to  be  an  extreme  rarity:  in 
fact,  at  one  time  no  more  than  a  half  dozen 
were  known  to  American  numismatists.  Then, 
some  were  found  in  overseas  bank  vaults. 
Today,  they  are  still  rare,  but  over  100  exist. 

a.  1 876  Proof  trade  dollar,  tv  pe  I  I/I  I 

b.  191  1-D  Quarter  eagle 

c.  1926-D  Double  eaele 

d  1801  Three  Errors  large  cent 

10  The  famous  LaVere  Redfield  Hoard, 
auctioned  en  bloc  in  1976.  is  said  to  have 
contained  over  1.000  specimens  of: 
a  MCMVII  Double  eagles, 
b  1  895-0  Morgan  dollars, 
c  1936-D  Cincinnati  Musical  Center  half  $'s 

d.  1879-S  Morgan  dollars.  2nd  reverse. 

(Answers  will  be  printed  in  November's 
NJNJ) 
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CLUB  NEWS 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society  met  at 

O'Conners  in  Warren  for  their  July  meeting, 
where  Harry  Garrison  spoke  on  Canadian 
Pre-Confederation  Tokens  NJNS  regularly  i 
meets  on  the  third  Monday  of  each  month  in 
Madison  NJ  at  the  Public  Library  at  7.30PM 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club  went  for  a  cruise 
on  the  River  Lady  enjoying  food  and 
fellowship  on  August  1.  Awards  were 
presented  The  25th  Annual  Jersey  Shore 
Con  Show  took  place  on  Saturday,  August 
26  at  Toms  River  High  School  East 
OCCC's  newsletter,  the  Sand  Dollar ,  took 
second  place  in  the  national  ANA  Club 
Publication  competition.  The  Award  was 
presented  at  the  ANA  Convention  in 
ANAheim  OCCC  meets  on  1st  &  3rd 
Tuesdays  at  the  Municipal  Complex  in  Brick 
at  7:30  PM 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club  was  treated  to 
Harry  Garrison's  talk  on  Canadian 
Pre-Confederation  Tokens  in  June  GSNA 
President  Arno  Safran  will  assume  the 
editorial  responsibilities  of  the  Watchung 
Hills  CC  Newsletter  WHCC  meets  on  third 
Tuesdays  each  month  at  O'Connor's  in 
Warren  at  7:30PM 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  heard  Garison 
on  CP-CT  in  August.  In  September,  Chns 
Connell  spoke  on  Everything  Beginning 
Collectors  Need  To  Know  About  Ancient 
Coins. 

Classical  Coin  Club  of  the  Delaware 
Valley  met  at  the  GSNA  convention  for  an 
address  by  Alan  Stahl  of  the  ANS  on  coins 
of  medieval  Venice  President  Phil  DeVicci 
spoke  in  July  on  the  stellati  of  Constantine 
IX  In  September,  Peter  Lampinen  of  CNG 
addressed  the  Club  on  Archaeological  finds 
in  Caeseria  CCC  meets  on  2nd  Saturdays 
at  1PM  in  the  Camden  County  Library  on 
MacArthur  Blvd  in  Westmont,  NJ 
Roxbury  Coin  Club  Dave  Provost  provided 
a  surprise  talk  in  July  on  Liberty  Seated 


Coins  In  August  he  spoke  again  on  Error 
Coins  Who  will  the  surprise  speaxer  be  in 
September?  Find  out  on  1st  Wednesdays  at 
the  Roxbury  Library  on  Main  St  in 
Succasunna,  NJ.  starting  at  7PM 

Currency  Club  of  Chester  County  met  in 

June  to  welcome  Nelson  Aspen  to  speak  on 
the  "Orphan  Note"  In  July  the  speaker  was 
Aaron  Gaizband  on  Colonials  CCCC  meets 
3rd  Thursdays  at  the  Good  Will  Fire  House 
on  Gay  St  in  West  Chester  PA 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  was 

pleased  to  welcome  author  Scott  Travers  to 
their  June  meeting  Scott  spoke  on  "The 
Future  of  the  Rare  Coin  Marketplace  In 
July  topics  covered  a  variety  of  patriotic 
subjects  In  August,  speaker  was  Michael 
Endres  of  the  Coin  &  Stamp  Exchange 
speaking  on  "US  Gold  Coins  That  meeting 
will  be  WCCC's  730th  consecutive  meeting 
WCCC  meets  3rd  Wednesdays  at  the 
American  Legion  at  307  Mamaroneck  Rd  in 
Scarsdale,  NY  at  8PM 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club  welcomed  Scott 
Travers  to  their  June  meeting,  speaking  on 
Survival  Strategies  NVCC  will  be  touring 
the  Federal  Reserve's  gold  vault  in  October 
No  Free  Samples  sorry.  NVCC  meets  4th 
Tuesdays  at  8  at  Demarest  Methodist 
Church  in  Demarest  NJ. 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club  heard  GSNA 
President  Arno  Safran  speak  on  Hard  Times 
Tokens  in  June  The  Club  will  host  a  Coin, 
Card,  and  Collectibles  Show  on  Sunday. 
October  29th  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  in 
Hackettstown  from  9  30  to  3pm  HCC  meets 
on  4th  Wednesdays  at  Community  Center 
Mam  St  in  Hackettstown  at  7  30 

If  YOUR  COIN  CLUB  is  not  mentioned  in 
GSNA  Club  News  it  is  not  because  your 
ciub  is  not  news-worthy  Simply  make 
certain  that  the  NJNJ  is  on  your  Club's 
Newsletter  mailing  list  Send  to  the  Editor 
PO  Box  1871.  Brick,  NJ  08723  We  will 
share  what  you  send 
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How  to  Contact 
YOUR  GSN A  OFFICERS 


GSNA  President 

Arno  Safran 

P.O.  Box  605 

Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

Arno  is  the  person  to  contact  about  GSNA  activities, 
program,  and  administration,  and  with  any  issue  to 
be  brought  to  the  GSNA  Board 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
&  Newsletter  Editor 

Chris  Connell 

P.O.  Box  1871 

Brick,  NJ  08723 

Chris  is  the  person  to  contact  with  articles  for  publication,  or  to 
publicize  your  Club  events  or  activities  in  the  GSNA 
Newsletter  If  you  need  to  know  who  to  talk  to  to  accomplish 
a  goal,  Chris  can  refer  you  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself 

GSNA  2nd  Vice-President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Ave 

Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  m  charge  of  GSNA  Slide  and  Video  Programs  the  Speakers 
Bureau  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and  for  Recognition 
Awards  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club  Program  or  are  willing  to 
speak  to  GSNA  Clubs 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secretary 

Jim  Majoros 

65-1 6th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  public  relations  and  also  of  maintaining  our 
membership  rolls  Contact  him  for  Change-of-Address,  member 
renewals  new  memberships  and  any  problems  with  name/address/ 
phone  number  or  for  additional  information  about  GSNA  News 
releases  Member  information,  including  our  Mailing  List  is  NOT 
EVER  made  available  to  ANYONE 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 

Spencer  Peck 

P.O.  Box  526 

Oldwick,  NJ.  08858 

Spencer  records  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings 
and  is  custodian  of  the  records  of  the  Association 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Ronald  Thompson 

P.O  Box  1332 

Summit.  NJ  07901 

Ron  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association, 
including  all  publicly  available  financial  information  Many 
financial  records,  of  course,  have  limited  access 

No  Dues  =  No  NJNJoumal,  etc. 

Back  in  May.  we  mailed  1995-96  Membership  envelopes  to  all  members  of  GSN  A.  As  of 
August  25.  we  have  not  received  renewals  from  the  following  individuals  and  clubs.  Our 
successful  convention  in  June  is  past,  and  we  have  plans  for  next  year's  at  the  same 
location.  We  continue  to  count  on  your  membership  to  sustain  our  Newsletter,  education 
programs,  and  activities.  Unless  you  want  this  to  be  your  last  Journal,  please  mail  your  club 
dues  of  S10  for  adults.  $3  for  Juniors,  and  $15  for  clubs  to:  GSNA  INC.,  c/o  Ron 
Thompson.  PO  Box  1332.  Summit.  NJ  07901. 


Joseph  R  Agabiti  R- 1 323 
Haresh  Assumai  R- 1 209 
Mark  S  Auerbach  R- 1 330 
Daniel  J  Avena  Jr  R-880 
Robert  L  Avena  R-897 
James  Babiak  J-l  3 13 
Richard  Bel  ski  s  R-4 1 4 
Irv  ing  Carol  R-l  58 
Martin  Comiskev  R-l 3 16 
Larrv  Contin  R-l 340 
Paul  Cuccia  R-l  169 
Mark  Czajkowski  R-l 083 
Edward  Daley  R-l  I  51 
Phil  DeVicci  R-223 
Laura  Drzewucki  R-l  194 
Anne  Fernandez  R-l  306 

Hill  Fritz  R-I2I3 


Larrv  Gentile  Jr  R-696 
Norm  Gertner  R-467 
Robert  Graul  R-l 347 
Helen  Gulliemot  R-l 298 
Scott  Habennan  J- 1 252 
Edward  Haff  R-l  181 
JefTHawk  R-l 34 1 
Levan  Heunke  R-958 
Edward  Holloway  R-l  165 
Wayne  Homren  R-4 7 5 
Joseph!  Homick  R1272 
Desiree  Horvitz  J-l  187 
Joachim  Horvitz  J-l 253 
Peter  Irion  R-l 07 1 
William  R  kazar  R-I33I 
Ham  Laibstain  R-I0I4 
John  Lehnert  R-l 342 


Howard  Levine  R-795 
Edward  Lutz  R-448 
Richard  Margolis  R-88 
Diane  H  Mesaris  R-l 332 
Louise  Miller  R-l 309 
Patrick  Miller  J-l  184 
Anthony  Mongelli  R-984 
Michael  O'Reilly  R-449 
Thomas  Peck  J-l 288 
Paul  Jason  Pfeil  R-657 
Prudence  Pfeil  R-656 
ken  Polokoff  R-l 334 
Phil  Robbins  R-l 003 
John  Russell  R- 1  3 1  7 
Robert  Schoop  R-l 269 
Randy  Shipper  R-l 336 
Steven  Shuster  R-l 285 


Ralph  Squillante  J-l 305 
Ed  Stecewicz  R-l 337 
Tom  Stepanski  Sr.  R1326 
Tom  Stepanski  Jr  R-l 327 
Alvin  Stiehler  R-970 
Dylan  Topol  J-l 328 
Mike  Trombetta  R-l 304 
Ed  Vogel  R-722 
Bam  Wexler  R-950 
Bruce  Williamson  R 1 173 
Al  Zaika  R-108 

DeepSch  Mtl  Detect  C064 
kent  Coin  Club  C-024 
Leisure  Village  CC  C-014 
Lera  CC  C-045 
W  estchester  CC  C-062 
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Print  NAME 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


New 

□  Renewal 


No _ _ 

Date  _ 

For  Office  Use 


Home  Address 


Mailing  Address _ 

City  _  State  _  ZIP  _ 

Occupation _ _ 

Other  Numismatic  memberships  _ _____ 

Sponsored  by  _ _ _ 

Applicants  for  Junior  Membership,  please  include  date  of  birth _ 

Individual  Membership  $10  Club  Membership  $20  Junior  (under  18)  $3 

Membership  Dues  MUST  accompany  this  Application.  Mail  To: 
GSNA  o  Jim  Majoros  °  65-16th  Street  °  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 
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